Biotechnology. BoNT/A and /C were prepared and purified as described Shone and Tranter, 1995) whilst BoNT/E was produced in Escherichia coli via recombinant methods (Binz et al., 1994) .
Cell cultures
Primary cultures of rat cerebellar granule neurons (CGNs) were prepared from 6-to 8-days-old rats as previously described (Rigoni et al., 2004) . Cerebella of 6 days post-natal rats were mechanically disrupted and then trypsinized in the presence of DNase I. Cells were collected and plated into 24 well plates, coated with poly-L-lysine (50 μg/mL), at a cell density of 4 x 10 5 cells per well. Cultures were maintained at 37 °C, 5% CO 2 , 95% humidity in BME supplemented with 10% fetal bovine serum, 25 mM KCl, 2 mM glutamine and 50 μg/mL gentamicin. To arrest growth of non-neuronal cells, cytosine arabinoside (10 μM) was added to the medium 18-24 h after plating.
